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With a new afterword by William Chad Stanley   Here a private in the Continental Army of the

Revolutionary War narrates his adventures in the army of a newborn country.
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Biographical

Joseph Plumb Martin (1760-1850) served as an enlisted soldier in the American Revolutionary War,

and published a memoir of his war experiences in 1830. That book, "A Narrative of a Revolutionary

Soldier," is an amazing document of a pivotal era in United States history.Martin recalls his

experiences in military campaigns from 1776 to 1783. He was an enlisted man who rose to the rank

of sergeant, and his memoirs present the war from that perspective, rather than from the viewpoint

of generals or political leaders. The suffering of the common troops is vividly detailed. Martin tells of

the sleep deprivation, hostile weather conditions, combat death and injury, and lack of clothes. The

men suffered from many diseases. But their most constant enemy was probably "the monster

Hunger." Martin describes at length the horrible foods the men had to eat: bread "hard enough to

break the teeth of a rat," carrion beef, and even tree bark.From a tactical standpoint, Martin's

descriptions of 18th century trench warfare are fascinating. Martin is eventually transferred to the

Corps of Miners, and I was especially interested by the descriptions of his corps' duties: blasting

rocks, dismantling enemy fortifications with axes, etc. He gives insights into how the miners' corps

worked together with the infantry.Martin's narrative is enlivened by his wit and humor. One of my



favorite lines comes after he mentions the village of Maidenhead: "don't stare, dear reader, I did not

name it."Martin ends his narrative with a passionate defense of the rights and dignity of veterans.

He notes with anger that Revolutionary soldiers were "turned adrift like old worn out horses" after

the war.
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